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Education and Employment 

1983-1988 
Degree in Biology at the University of Leipzig (Animal Physiology, Zoology, Ecology) 


Diploma topic: “Ecological investigations on the blackbird (Turdus merula L.) in the city of Leipzig”
1988-1989 
Scientific Assistant, State Museum of Natural History Görlitz

Since 1990
Curator of Mollusca and Lower Invertebrates, State Museum of Natural History Görlitz,

now renamed the Senckenberg Museum of Natural History Görlitz

2001 
Ph.D. from the University of Basel (Switzerland): “Taxonomic investigations in Deroceras, a genus of terrestrial slugs (Mollusca, Pulmonata, Agriolimacidae): genetic diversity, morphology and reproductive biology”
Scientific activities

Editor of Archiv für Molluskenkunde
Formerly Associate Editor of Mollusca (formerly Malakologische Abhandlungen).
Advisory Board of Folia Malacologica.
Refereeing activities for: Abhandlungen und Berichte des Naturkundemuseums Görlitz, African Invertebrates, Animal Biology, American Malacological Bulletin, Archiv Natur- und Landeskunde Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Behavioral Ecology and Sociobiology, Berichte der Naturforschenden Gesellschaft der Oberlausitz, Biodiversity Data Journal, Biological Journal of the Linnean Society, Brukenthal: Acta Musei, Canadian Journal of Zoology, Checklist, Hereditas, Folia Malacologica, Mollusca, Journal of Experimental Biology, Journal of Conchology, Journal of Insect Behaviour, Journal of Molluscan Studies, Malacologia, Malacologica Bohemoslovaca, Malakologische Abhandlungen, Mitteilungen der Deutschen Malakozoologischen Gesellschaft, Parasitology Research, Raksti par Dabu, Records of the Australian Museum, The Veliger, Zookeys, Zoologica Scripta, Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society, Zoological Science, Zoological Studies, Zootaxa.
Lecturing, running practicals, and supervising research projects for the MSc courses Organismic and molecular biodiversity and Ecosytem Services (Technical University Dresden).
Slug identification courses (e.g. 2021 for the Centre Suisse de Cartographie de la Faune).
My main research topics focus on terrestrial molluscs, especially slugs, with the main emphasis on taxonomy, population genetics and reproductive biology:

● The invasion of the pest slug Arion vulgaris into western Saxony, Germany: hybridisation with the native A. ater revealed by anatomy and microsatellites.
● Integrating genital anatomy, mating behaviour and genetics to estimate species boundaries and phylogenies of Lehmannia s.l. and Deroceras slug genera.
● Taxonomy, population genetics and reproductive biology of the Deroceras rodnae species complex.
● Reproductive modes and sexual conflict in simultaneous hermaphrodites: comparative analysis of mating behaviour and reproductive modes in the slug genera Deroceras and Arion; sperm competition in Deroceras invadens.
● Allometry of genital organs of selected Arion species.
● Faunistics of invasive slugs and snails.
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